St. Botolph, Limpenhoe
30th March 2025
Mothering Sunday

Collect 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bring together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

A Song of Jerusalem our Mother (Isaiah 66)

Thus says our God, I will comfort you,
All:
you shall see and your heart shall rejoice.
1
‘Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, ♦

all you who love her,’ says the Lord.

2 
‘Rejoice with her in joy, ♦

all you who mourn over her,
3 
‘That you may drink deeply with delight ♦

from her consoling breast.’

4 
For thus says our God, ♦

‘You shall be nursed and carried on her arm.
5 
‘As a mother comforts her children, ♦

so I will comfort you;

6 
‘You shall see and your heart shall rejoice; ♦

you shall flourish like the grass of the fields.’

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
All:
Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Thus says our God, I will comfort you,
All:
you shall see and your heart shall rejoice.
2 Corinthians 1.3-7

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are also suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.

This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Luke 2.41-52

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.

This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Collect at the end of the Intercessions

Almighty and everlasting God,
who stooped to raise fallen humanity
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;
grant that we, who have seen your glory revealed in our human nature 
and your love made perfect in our weakness,
may daily be renewed in your image
and conformed to the pattern of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ...
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